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FINEST INTERNATIONAL SCHOOLS LAIDLAW MEMORIAL

“How Great Schools, Used To Be”
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LAIDLAW MEMORIAL

level, who is also currently New Zedland's junior champion. The gymnasfics
facilities at Laidlow ore also noteworthy.

The school also has o great radition in Drama, with Houses aciively preparing
for the annual drama competition, reproducing classics like Shakespeare,
nationalist themes ke Tagore, and contemporary ones like Vikram Seth.

Moral instruction is compulsory for all students,
unlike religious instruction which is opfional. Being
an Angloindian insfitution, the religious insiruction
and worship follows Protestant Christian tenets,
eventhough provision for Roman Catholic worship
is theze. The school admits students of all refigions,
faiths, castes, & nationalities, and makes no
distinction or compulsions on them.

Loidlow Memorial is o private, coeducotional
school from Grades X, administered by a Board

of Management, and dffiiated fo the Council for
the Indian Schoo! Cerificate Examinations (CISCE).
The schoal follows the Council's ICSE and ISC
syllobi, which are pattemed on the Combridge
Exams, and recognised abroad for enry fo Urniversities in the Commonwealh
induding those of England, Scofand, Woles, & Australia, as well as in USA.
Indeed, many Georgians have secured admission ot prestigious Universities
in these counfries.

Yet, for all its achievements, Laidlaw Memeriol is most valued for ifs heritage.
Started at Kodaikanal in 1914, in a modest way, by noled missionary Rev. J
Breeden, the school was shifted fo iis present campus ot Ketti in 1922.
During its inifial yéors, it wos Rev. Breeden's passionate efforts for charitable
grants, from both UK and India, that sustained the institution, which finally

LAIDLAVV. STUDENTS

HAVE SECURED
ADMISSION TO

SOME OF THE BEST
UNIVERSITIES IN' THE
WEST.

resulted in a considerable financial aid from Sir Robert Laidlaw, for this
honourable cause,

Dr. A Francis, one of the early Principals is credited with managing the
complicated shift from Kodaikanal! 1o Ketti, for which he prevailed upen the
South Indian Railway to carry the whole materials free of cosl!

The school had a string of such legendary
Principals, one such lofer day head being EA
Hommick, who had @ uniquely long and eventiu
life ot laidlaw Memarial -as a student, feacher
Headmaster, & Principal - an unbelievable sint
of 62 years! The house where Hammick lived for
long, has subsequently become a Cailage for ihe
boarders ~ he Hommick Cotiage. Nobody helped
shape Laidlaw Memorial's later day destiny, as
EA Hommick did, and he continued io be in the
Board of Management even after his refirement in
1976

Principol Gardner had instructed some senior
staff o show us around the sprawling Laidlaw campus, which they did
exhaustively and enthusiasfically.

When we walked back to our vehicle after sialling around this campus, a
of us were feeling the same thing <" his kind of heritoge environment, ond
these kind of leaders to inspire; how can Georgians grow up fo be anything
less than the best?

The air wos also light. Without even a whilf of the city smoke. Like how it is
only in the mountains.



